
PEEL LAW ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 20, 2019 

 

 

Attendance: S. Aujla, E. Bhattacharya,  K. Ferreira, B. Gilmour, V. Houvardas, W. Jaskiewicz, J. 
Lagoudis, P. Malysheuski,  G. Michaud, S. Price,  V. Richards-Thompson,  J. Silvester, M. N. 
Zagazeta Garcia, EO, Scribe (J. Dobson)  
By Telephone: P. Bateman  
Regrets:  M. Fahmy 
 
Call to Order (PLA President / Chair) 

 
1.0 Call to Order by E. Bhattacharya at 1:01 p.m.  
1.1 Approval of Agenda:  Motion moved by V. Richards-Thompson / Seconded by P. Malysheuski. 
No discussion, all in favour. Motion passed.  
 

G. Michaud requested the approval of AGM minutes (section 2.1) be discussed before the election of the 
Executive. No discussion or concerns raised regarding the draft AGM minutes. Motion to approve the 
AGM minutes moved by G. Michaud / Seconded by B. Gilmour. All in favour, passed unanimously.   
 

1.2 Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting (February 13, 2019): Moved by B. Gilmour / Seconded by 
G. Michaud.  No discussion, all in favour. Motion passed. 
Approval of the minutes of the Special Meeting held prior to the AGM (February 21, 2019). Moved by V. 
Richards-Thompson / Seconded by S. Price.  All in favour, passed unanimously. 
1.3 Declaration of Conflicts – None declared. 
1.4 Circulation of Correspondence – Correspondence circulated amongst Directors. 
 
The meeting moved in-camera for the Executive Election of the PLA Board of Directors. 
 
E. Bhattacharya (Past President) announced the 2019-2020 Executive:  

 P. Bateman, President; V. Richards-Thompson, 1st Vice President; G. Michaud, 2nd Vice President; 
S. Price, Treasurer; and, J. Lagoudis, Secretary. 

 
PLA Committees 

 

CORE 
2.0 Finance - Scott Price - The EO announced there is no finance report available today due to a couple of 
issues regarding the year-end adjusting entries. There were no problems but clarification of entries to 
post needed to be discussed with the auditor (Vijay Hemanchal). The EO confirmed the first quarter grant 
arrived back in January and all source deductions made. The PLA is expected to receive a GST/HST refund 
of approximately $1,800 from 2018. There have been no huge expenditures to date outside the year end 
collection, the auditor has been paid as well as the consultant for the staff training day. The 
reimbursements for anyone who has over paid for membership has also gone out. W. Jaskiewicz asked 
how often GST/HST is paid. The EO reported it is done on a yearly basis. E. Bhattacharya suggested they 
adjourn the formal report until the April meeting.    
 
2.1 Governance - Gerard Michaud – G. Michaud raised the issue of signing authorities for discussion. He 
explained all cheques require at least two people to sign and one must be a Director stating also that the 
bank requires a motion for signing authorities. He said the question becomes do we also have someone 
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(from the Board) who frequently attends the courthouse as a signing authority. V. Houvardas said he signs 
cheques frequently. The discussion continued around the availability of the executive members of the 
Board. The EO confirmed there is currently a large number of Directors listed as signing authorities. V. 
Richards-Thompson and G. Michaud each confirmed they are across the street and available to sign.  
  

MOTION # 19 - 01 

Whereas By-Law 1B – Section 15.02 provides: 
Signatures - Cheques.  All cheques; drafts; or orders to pay money; all notes and acceptances; 
and bills of exchange, requires the signatures of two persons designated by the Board, but: 
(a) shall include at least one Director of the Association; and 
(b) may include an employee of the Association.  

and whereas it is necessary to designate these signing officers each year 

and whereas the Association’s bank requires a motion to appoint these signing officers, 

Moved that: 

1. The following persons are designated to sign documents under Section 15.02: 

(a) Executive Officer (employee): Melissa Firth 

(b) President: Paula Bateman 

(c) 1st Vice-President: Vanassa Richards-Thompson  

(d) 2nd Vice-President: Gerard J. Michaud 

(e) Treasurer: Scott Price   

(f) Secretary: Joanne Lagoudis 
 
Moved by G. Michaud 
Seconded by E. Bhattacharya 
 
Motion Passed (All in favour) 
 

 
 

MOTION # 19 -02 

Whereas it would be helpful to maintain a copy of By-Law 1B with all amendments incorporated (a 
Consolidated By-Law), 

Moved that: 

1.      The attached Consolidated By-Law 1B is hereby approved. 

2.      The President and the Secretary are hereby authorized and directed to sign the document. 
 

Moved by G. Michaud 
Seconded by V. Richards-Thompson 
 
Motion Passed (All in favour)  
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Schedule of regular Meetings of Directors  
G. Michaud referred to the schedule of regular meetings on the list of dates already provided. P. 
Bateman explained one of the ideas we floated around is to alternate when the Board of Directors 
meet and when the Committees meet. She proposed under a new schedule there would be six of each, 
each year. E. Bhattacharya suggested P. Bateman raise this at the next meeting, and defer voting on 
the scheduling of the meetings until April. He clarified it is a change from monthly meetings to every 
two months, with an alternative to participate electronically.  V. Houvardas stated they should have a 
full conversation about the pros and cons of this. E. Bhattacharya said yes, and he thinks it is a 
significant change to reduce the meetings by 50% and said there might be other options to look at. He 
said we can still get committee meetings changed and suggested they confirm at the next meeting on 
April 17th and make a decision. J. Silvester said before the meeting we had a brief discussion about 
having meetings start at 2:30 and close the library. E. Bhattacharya suggested they have a general 
discussion at the subcommittee level to see what people are thinking. We will have the issue 
adjourned until the April meeting.   
 
G. Michaud said he is now questioning our practice of running email votes. He said he is going to look 
at that, but may suggest that the procedure be rescinded. He said he will deal with it at next meeting. 
The EO suggested moving the proxy voting discussion to that meeting. 

 
2.3 Membership - Wojtek Jaskiewicz – The EO reported the membership is at 412, which is up from 386 
from last year. The PLA has 64 new members, 1 retired, and 4 students.  
 

2.4 Personnel - Vince Houvardas – The meeting moved in-camera.  
 

ACTIVITIES 
2.5 Event Planning – Joanne Lagoudis - J. Lagoudis – The EO and I are looking at the Mississauga 
Convention Center after the meeting. E. Bhattacharya explained he, P. Bateman and J. Lagoudis also went 
to a venue. J. Lagoudis reported they wrote back, want numbers and our demands. J. Lagoudis she will 
send that out to them. She said we will check out the Mississauga Convention Centre, and maybe a couple 
of more venues and then make a decision. E. Bhattacharya asked when we will be in a position of a 
decision. The EO responded they hoped to very soon, there is other events during the week, which is what 
we are competing against. E. Bhattacharya asked if we will be in a position by the April meeting. The EO 
stated if we find a date that is available and it works we may have to move on it quickly.  J. Lagoudis said it 
is the thirtieth anniversary of Judges’ Night, so they are looking into making it more special than in previous 
years.  E. Bhattacharya said he is interested in inviting some of our local retired judges, we have a number 
that sat in Peel who have retired. He said we also have a number of judges from Peel who were appointed 
to the Court of Appeal. The EO confirmed those invitations are traditionally sent out. V. Richards-Thompson 
said she would like to suggest Justice Pawagi for a speaker.  
 

J. Lagoudis stated the turnout for the winter social was well received and asked if we should have a spring 
social. E. Bhattacharya said the next big thing is the Blue Jays game on May 22.  
G. Michaud asked what the PLA is doing about the bencher election and if we are doing a social. E. 
Bhattacharya asked the Board if we can make a decision now for a lunch or a 4:00 pm social for the 
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benchers. V. Richard-Thompson said the lunch time worked the last time. She suggested maybe have the 
spring social, and invite the benchers to speak. E. Bhattacharya stated the election is April 30, so we could 
call it the Spring Warm-Up and invite the bencher candidates to speak at it. He suggested the speaking time 
would be allocated according to how many attend. S. Aujla commented some of the members may have 
issues with child care when we do these events. He asked if there is maybe have some sort of way to bring 
kids over, so they can fully participate. The EO reported years ago we had an open house; we invited all the 
judges, and members to bring their kids. We set up tables and invited the kids to showcase their art work. 
The EO said this might be something for June but not for the bencher social. V. Houvardas said he thinks 
lunch time would be good and said we get a lot of activity in the lounge. V. Richards-Thompson asked if it’s 
not too onerous for the staff at that time. The EO said no but we would need a panel, or someone to MC 
the bencher candidates. E. Bhattacharya volunteered to act as MC. V. Houvardas asked if we have decided 
to invite only Peel Benchers and did we set a criteria. He added he thought the purpose was to promote 
Peel. E. Bhattacharya said he knows it was discussed but based on the fact that we have been contacted by 
candidates from other jurisdictions, we might give members a chance to have a discussion with candidates 
from other counties. He said if we do a “Spring Warm-Up” and allocate half an hour, divide the number of 
minutes by number of speakers, and have an open invite. V. Houvardas said in terms of the open invitation, 
he suggested avoiding the gatekeeping role. E. Bhattacharya said we need a date and suggested April 3, 11 
but not the 17th. He said if we send invitations out to the candidates, it gives them a bit of time to respond. 
The EO questioned the open house and asked if it is to be an event like we did in December. The EO 
suggested if it is at lunch time serve light refreshments, from 1:00 to 2:00 pm. The EO explained we can 
send an email out to our members, and put it out to the bulletin board. In addition, the PLA could also send 
a notice to those who contacted us. E Bhattacharya said we could send notice to all bencher candidates 
who are running and said he believed their contact information is on the LSO site. V. Richards-Thompson 
suggested running the event from 12:30 to 2:00. E. Bhattacharya agreed and confirmed the date to be 
Wednesday, April 3 for the “Spring Warm-Up”. G. Michaud asked if we are sending an invite to all 
candidates, or just Peel Region. E. Bhattacharya said he thought we should send one to all candidates. The 
EO said there needs to be a registration deadline for the candidates. The deadline is set for Thursday, 
March 28, 2019. E. Bhattacharya asked to have the message sent out by March 21, 2019. 
  
J. Lagoudis said the Board spoke about the possibility of having meetings off-site and it was agreed this 
would be discussed at the next meeting.  
 

E. Bhattacharya said we need to acquire a Blue Jays jersey. He said when someone purchases a ticket their 
name will be put into a draw and we need to officially advertise the game for Blue Jays versus the Red Sox. 
He said we have purchased a block of tickets, including one accessibility seat and if we want more, we can 
get them. E. Bhattacharya asked to have the Red Sox jersey and Blue Jays jersey displayed in the lounge to 
promote the game.  
 

2.5 Legal Education – Pavel Malysheuski - P. Malysheuski announced he has four CPDs; one for real estate, 
one estate administration, one practice management and one with W. Jaskiewicz on negotiation for young 
lawyers. E. Bhattacharya suggested by the next meeting, they find out who is on the education sub-
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committee and come up with recommendations in terms of the next series of CPD events. The EO said the 
sub-committees will be sent out. The EO suggested all of the chairs for the law section committees need to 
have a meeting to plan out the year and we are becoming congested with events. The schedule now 
includes multiple Saturdays and evening events in-between, it would be much better to have an overall 
plan with a full year planned in advance. P. Bateman announced she has been working with Justice Shaw 
who approached her with concerns on the level of advocacy. She explained they have developed a four tier 
program with dates in the fall which will have practical applications. P. Bateman reported Justice Shaw 
indicated there’s a lot of interest from the bench and one of the other thing is getting judges to do articles 
for Peel Briefs. The EO said this discussion is along the line recently discussed with Justice Emery who spoke 
to W. Jaskiewicz at the CPD. P. Bateman added Justice Shaw mentioned the low turnout, and was advised 
by the other judges.  
 
SERVICES 
2.5 Library – Paula Bateman - P. Bateman stated there is no update.  
2.8 Public Relations – Vanassa Richards-Thompson - V. Richards-Thompson – Nothing to report. V. 
Richards-Thompson said she has been talking to the EO about an inquiry by members from other 
associations who want to do programs with us, or go to other programs because they believe they 
are cheaper for non-members. She said the overall response is we do not have enough, and other 
associations give more. One example from a former PLA member, if she joins the OBA her fees pay 
for all the CPD courses for the year and she feels she can do courses in Milton cheaper. The EO said 
there will always be pushback and explained the recent request from the Halton Law Association. 
The HLA wanted to know if their members can attend the two-part Indigenous program at the PLA 
member price. The EO said those are decisions for the board to make and believes there is a lot of 
value to our programs. The EO said every jurisdiction is different, and we can’t make everyone 
happy. The EO added we have talked about partnering, but it is a matter of what the Board would 
like to do. The EO asked how they feel about extending the member rate to another associations. J. 
Silvester said we need to remind lawyers of the other advantages of this facility. E. Bhattacharya 
said he did not want to devalue our programs, but we could do it case by case and we do programs 
unique to Peel.  
 
Announcements & Other Business 

 
New Business & updates: 
MAG Telephone System - The EO reported attending a meeting regarding the installation of new MAG 
telephone system. The effect on the tenants require each to find a new system and none would continue 
on the MAG system. The EO explained the PLA may need to find a new phone number but believes it will 
be fine. In addition, there may be issues with dialing out, as well as panic buttons and the judges or court 
clerks will no longer be able to call us directly. The EO said there are no numbers available now but the PLA 
is likely looking at a couple of thousand dollars for the additional lines. The PLA currently has multiple lines 
for so staff, and all the equipment (phones etc.) will have to go. V. Houvardas said if it becomes 
problematic, we could purchase cell phone numbers for the PLA. The EO said we first want to keep our 
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number. B. Gilmour explained he has a solution (Voice over IP) as long as our number is available, and at a 
great price. E. Bhattacharya said he will let P. Bateman make the decision.  
 

GoodLife Fitness – The EO reported they have provided a few passwords to a couple of members 
interested in the benefit in joining GoodLife.  
 

Board of Director Meetings – Use of Proxies – This item has been tabled for the next meeting. 
 

All Directors were reminded to complete the “Committee Selection” form before leaving the meeting and 
to give them to the EO on behalf of the President for the upcoming assignments.  
 

FOLA May Plenary – The EO announced the schedule for the upcoming FOLA Plenary: May 8th is a dinner 
only; May 9th has meetings in the day and a dinner in the evening; and, May 10th has meetings in the 
morning and then a lunch. The EO said they need to register attendees and therefore need volunteers who 
are able to attend. E. Bhattacharya added some presentations will get you CPD hours. The EO confirmed 
the PLA usually sends two to three people and the PLA covers the dinner and expenses. The EO confirmed 
attendance at the meetings in Toronto and requested anyone else interested to email their availability.  
 
The EO raised a piece of correspondence from a member who contacted the PLA with concerns about the 
filing of estates. The letter states there is a six month waiting period, and there is a real concern about 
what is taking place down in the wickets. The member is looking for the Board to send a letter regarding 
the treatment of people filing in the estate office. W. Jaskiewicz commented a similar experience and said 
counter staff are taking a lot of liberties with filings, if they don’t like it - they won’t file it. And, there’s a 
huge delay. The EO said the issue raised is not a filing or staff issue but the six month delay in the area of 
estates. E. Bhattacharya stated the under lying reason is the administration gets paid to reduce hours of 
their workers. Many not paid on salary, paid for work they actually do. There is a deliberate attempt by 
staff to lose or delay warrants and forms. Issues involving wickets and tickets state we are not stakeholders, 
if you’re in private practice, you’re at the bottom of the barrel.  
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:20 pm. Moved by J. Lagoudis | Seconded by V. Richards-Thompson | All in favour. 
 
 

 


